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Abstract 
  
Côte d'Ivoire is the country worst affected by the HIV epidemic in West Africa, and young people in this country are a 
particularly vulnerable group. This study examined the relation between parental factors and sexual risk-taking among young 
people using logistic regression and survival analysis methods. Three parental factors (living in the same household as the father 
during childhood, perceived parental disapproval of early and premarital pregnancy, and parent-child communication about 
sexual abstinence) were positively associated with primary sexual abstinence (defined as yet to experience sexual debut), 
secondary sexual abstinence (defined as sexual abstinence subsequent to sexual debut) and reduced number of sex partners. The 
findings suggest that parental monitoring and control are important predictors of youth sexual behaviours and underscore the 
need to target parents and guardians in efforts to promote responsible sexual behaviours among adolescents. It is important to 
promote parent-child communication about sexual issues and empower parents and guardians to communicate effectively with 
their children and wards about sexual issues. (Afr J Reprod Health 2005; 9[1]: 49-65) 
   
Keywords: Parent, attitude, communication, sex, behaviours, Cote d'Ivoire  
 
References 
  

1. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). CIA - The World Factbook - Côte d'Ivoire. 
 http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/iv.html  

2. UNAIDS. The Report on the Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic - 2002. http://www.unaids.org/barcelona/presskit/barcelona%20report 
 /contents.html  

3. UNAIDS/UNICEF/WHO. Young people and HIV/AIDS 2002. http://www.unaids.org/html/pub/topics/young-people 
 /youngpeoplehivaids-en-pdf.pdf  

4. Institut National de la Statistique/Macro Inc (INS/Macro). Enquête Démographique et de Santé en Côte d'Ivoire (EDSCI-II), 
 1998-1999. Calverton: Macro Inc., 2001.  

5. Zanou B, Nyankawindemera A, Toto JP and Kosonou K. Enquête de surveillance de comportements relatifs aux MST/SIDA en 
 Côte d'Ivoire (BSS 1998). Rapport d'analyse des données de l'enquête auprès des jeunes. Abidjan: ENSEA, 1999.  

6. Yelibi S, Valenti P, Volpe C, Caprara A, Dedy S and Tape G. Socio-cultural aspects of AIDS in an urban peripheral area of 
 Abidjan. AIDS Care 1993; 5: 187-197.  

7. White R, Cleland J and Caraël M. Links between premarital sexual behaviour and extramarital intercourse: a multi-site analysis. 
 AIDS 2000; 14: 2323-2331.  

8. Harris JR. The Nurture Assumption: Why Children turn out the way they do. New York: Free Press, 1998.  
9. Scarr S. Developmental theories for the 1990's: development and individual difference. Child Dev 1992; 63: 1-19.  
10. Scarr S. Biological and cultural diversity: the legacy of Darwin for development. Child Dev 1993; 64: 1333-1353.  
11. Lewis M. Altering Fate: Why the Past does not Predict the Future. New York: Guilford Press, 1997.  
12. Brown BB. Lamborn, SL, Mounts NS and Steinberg L. Parenting practices and peer group affiliation in adolescence. Child Dev 

 1993; 64: 467-482.  
13. Romer D, Black M, Ricardo I, Feigelman S, Kalijee L, Galbraith J, et al. Social influences on the sexual of youth at risk for HIV 

 exposure. Am J Public Health 1994; 84: 977-985.  
14. Nada Raja S and Stanton W. Perceived attachment to parents and peers and psychological wellbeing in adolescence. J Youth 

 Adolesc 1992; 21: 471-485.  
15. Patterson GR, Reid JB and Dishion TJ. A Social Learning Approach: Volume 4. Anti-Social Boys. Eugene, OR: Castalia, 1992.  
16. Pryor J and Woodward L. Families and parenting. In: Silva PA and Stanton WR (Eds.). From Child to Adult: The Dunedin 

 Multidisciplinary Health and Development Study Auckland. New Zealand: Oxford University Press; 1996, p. 247-258.  

mailto:sbabalol@jhuccp.org
http://www.unaids.org/barcelona/presskit/barcelona%20report
http://www.unaids.org/html/pub/topics/young-people


17. Bohman M. Predisposition to criminality: Swedish adoption studies in retrospect. In: Bock GR and Goode JA (Eds.). Genetics of 
 Criminal and Antisocial Behaviour. Chichester: John Wiley, 1996, p. 99-114.  

18. Kochanska G. Multiple pathways to conscience for children with different temperaments. Dev Psychol 1997; 33: 228-240.  
19. Wright DW, Peterson LR and Barnes HL. The relation of parental employment and contextual variables with sexual 

 permissiveness and gender role attitudes of rural early adolescents. J Early Adolesc 1990; 10: 382-398.  
20. Louis Harris and Associates Inc. American Teens Speak: Sex, Myths, TV and Birth Control. New York: Planned Parenthood 

 Federation of America, 1986.  
21. South Africa Department of Health. Lovelife sees behavioural changes in teenage sex. 

 http://www.doh.gov.za/docs/news/2002/nz0813.html  
22. Hutchison K and Cooney T. Patterns of parent-teen sexual risk communication: Implications for intervention. Fam Rel 1998; 47: 

 185-194.  
23. Kekovole J, Kiragu K, Muruli L and Josiah P. Reproductive health communication in Kenya: Results of a national information, 

 communi-cation, and education situation survey. Johns Hopkins University Center for Communication Programs Field 
 Report No. 9, Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Center for Communi-cation Programs; 1997.  

24. Wilson D, Mcmaster J, Armstrong M, Magunje N and Chimhina T. Intergenerational communi-cation within the family: 
 Implications for developing STD/HIV prevention strategies for adolescents in Zimbabwe. Women and AIDS Research 
 Program Research Report No. 13. Washington, D.C.: United States Agency for International Development; 1994.  

25. Fisher TD. Parent-child communication about sex and young adolescents' sexual knowledge and attitudes. Adolesc 1986; 21: 
 517-527.  

26. Somers CL and Paulson SE. Students' perceptions of parent-adolescent closeness and communi- cation about sexuality: relations 
 with sexual knowledge, attitudes and behaviors. J Adolesc 2000; 23: 629-644.  

27. Blake SM, Simkin L, Ledsky R, Perkins C and Calabrese JM. Effects of a parent-child communications intervention on young 
 adolescents' risk for early onset of sexual intercourse. Fam Plan Persp 2001; 33: 52-61.  

28. Casper LM. Does family interaction prevent adolescent pregnancy? Fam Plan Persp 1990; 22: 109-114.  
29. Jaccard J, Dittus PJ and Gordon VV. Maternal correlates of adolescent sexual and contraceptive behavior. Fam Plan Persp 1996; 

 28(4): 159-165, 185.  
30. Jaccard J and Dittus P. Parent-adolescent communi-cation about premarital pregnancy. Fam Soc 1993; 74(6): 329-343.  
31. Jacobson KC and Crockett LJ. Parental monitoring and adolescent adjustment: An ecological perspective. J Res Adolesc 2000; 

 10(1): 65-97.  
32. Rodgers KB. Parenting processes related to sexual risk-taking behaviors of adolescent males and females. J Marriage Fam 1999; 

 61: 99-109.  
33. Meschke LL, Bartholomae S and Zentall MS. Adolescent sexuality and parent-adolescent processes: promoting healthy teen 

 choices. J Adolesc Health 2002; 31: 264-279.  
34. Miller KS, Kotchick BA and Forehand R. Adolescent sexual behavior in two ethnic minority samples: the role of family 

 variables. J Marriage Fam 1999; 61: 85-98.  
35. Kotchick B, Dorsey S, Miller K and Forehand R. Adolescent sexual risk-taking behavior in single-parent ethnic minority 

 families. J Fam Psychol 1999; 13: 93-102.  
36. Flewelling R and Bauman K. Family structure as a predictor of initial substance use and sexual intercourse in early adolescence. 

 J Marriage Fam 1990; 52: 171-181.  
37. Kinsman S, Romer D, Furstenberg FF and Schwarz DF. Early sexual initiation: the role of peer norms. Pediatrics 1998; 102: 

 1185-1192.  
38. Tambashe BO and Shapiro D. Family background and early life course transitions in Kinshasa. J Marriage Fam 1996; 58: 1029-

 1037.  
39. Babalola S, Awasum D and Quenum-Renaud B. The correlates of safe sex practices among Rwandan youth: a positive deviance 

 approach. Afr J AIDS Res 2002; 1: 11-21.  
40. Babalola S, Vondrasek C, Brown J and Traore S. The impact of a regional family planning promotion initiative in West Africa: 

 Evidence from Cameroon. Int Fam Plan Persp 2001; 27: 186-193.  
41. Bongaarts J and Watkins SC. Social interactions and contemporary fertility transitions. Pop Dev Rev 1996; 22(4): 639-682.  
42. Kincaid DL. Social networks, ideation, and contra-ceptive behavior in Bangladesh: a longitudinal analysis. Soc Sci Med 2000; 

 50: 215-231.  
43. Kincaid DL. Mass media, ideation, and behavior: longitudinal analysis of contraceptive change in the Philippines. Commun Res 

 2000; 27: 723-763.  
44. Rosenberg M. Society and the Adolescent Self-Image. Revised edition. Middletown: Wesleyan University Press, 1989.  
45. Begley CM and White P. Irish nursing students' changing self-esteem and fear of negative evaluation during their preregistration 

 programme. J Adv Nurs 2003; 42: 390-401.  
46. Lee S and Lee AM. Disordered eating in three communities of China: a comparative study of female high school students in 

 Hong Kong, Shenzhen, and rural Hunan. Int J Eat Disord 2000; 27: 317-327.  
47. Vallières EF and Vallerand RJ. Traduction et validation canadienne-française de l'echelle de l'estime de soi de Rosenberg. J Inter 

 Psychol 1990; 25: 305-316.  
48. Kaplan EL and Meier P. Non-parametric estimation from incomplete observations. J Am Stat Assoc 1958; 53: 457-481.  
49. Motulsky H. Intuitive Statistics. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.  
50. Cox D. Regression models and life tables. J Royal Stat Soc Series B 1972; 34: 187-202.  
51. Heckman JJ. Sample selection bias as a specification error. Econometrica 1979; 47: 153-62.  

 


